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Mr. Deane made a few remarks on the volumes just pre- 
sented to the Society by Mr. Stevens, and spoke of the value 
of the copies of early maps, in facsimile, which accompanied 
them. 

The President said that the Standing Committee had ac- 
cepted for the Society an invitation from our associate, Mr. 
Richard Frothingham, of Charlestown, to meet at his house 
on the evening of Friday, the 18th instant. 



SPECIAL MEETING. 

A special meeting of the Society was held at the house of 
Mr. R. Frothingham, in Charlestown, on the evening of Fri- 
day, the 18th of March, at half-past seven o'clock, the Presi- 
dent in the chair. 

In some preliminary remarks the President regretted the 
unpleasant state of the weather, and the bad condition of the 
roads, which kept many of the members at home that evening. 

He read a letter from a gentleman in Bridgeport, Conn., 
offering to the Society the opportunity of purchasing the medal 
presented by Congress to David Williams, one of the captors 
of Major Andre" ; the descendants of Mr. Williams proposing 
to apply the proceeds of its sale towards the erection of a more 
suitable monument to his memory. 

As the Society have no funds for the purchase of such 
memorials, no action was taken on this application. 

The President said, that a gentleman in Boston had spoken 
to him of a copy of Mitchell's map, in possession of a family 
on " the Cape," with the inscriptions upon it as given below. 
The map, it is said, has upon it the famous " red line," as 
described on Mitchell's map, which figured so largely in the 
history of the negotiations between Mr. Webster and Lord 
Ashburton, in 1842. 
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" A Map of the British and French Dominions in North America, 
with the Roads, Distances, Limits, and Extent of the Settlements, 
Humbly Inscribed to the Right Honorable, The Earl of Halifax, 
And the other Right Honorable, The Lords Commissioners for Trade 
& Plantations. 

" By their Lordships Most Obliged, and very humble Servant, 

"Jn» Mitchell. 

" This Map was Undertaken with the Approbation, and at the request 
of the Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantations ; and is chiefly 
composed from Draughts, Charts, and Actual Surveys of different parts 
of His Majesties Colonies and Plantations in America, great part of 
which have been lately taken by their Lordships Orders, and trans- 
mitted to this Office, by the Governors of the said Colonies and others. 

"John Pownall, Secretary. 
"Plantation Office, 
Feb. 13? 1755." 

The President was assured that the Society, if it was thought 
desirable, could obtain possession of the map. Upon which, it 
was voted that the President should endeavor to secure the 
map for the Society's archives. 

Mr. C. C. Smith was added to the Committee on the pub- 
lication of the Winthrop papers. 

Mr. B. Pbothingham read a highly interesting paper on 
" The Declaration of Independence," which is to constitute a 
chapter in a volume by him, now in the press. 



